FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Contact:  Michele Balaka
(734) 649-0646                                  jmbalaka@yahoo.com
Acclaimed, Unique Indoor Play Space to Open in August
LAKE ZURICH, Ill.—Local children and their parents will soon have an exciting and healthy  new place to play, make friends, and have parties -- the Lake Zurich TreeHouse, an indoor play structure that will open in August.  
Based on the wildly popular original TreeHouse in Chelsea, Michigan, this 7,700-square-foot facility offers children a safe, multi-level climbing structure with swinging bridges, enclosed slides, padded mats and ramps, swings, and soft basketball court where they can play with minimal supervision and unlimited imagination. 
Owner Michele Balaka bills the TreeHouse as the “Absolute Best Kids’ Play Address” and backs up that claim with Nickelodeon’s 2008 “Parents’ Pick Best Indoor Play Place/Space” in Michigan award and scores of glowing testimonials from parents and children who frequent her Michigan TreeHouse.  
The TreeHouse is pioneering a new concept called “unplugged” indoor play for children. “Nothing is plugged in at The TreeHouse,” says Balaka. “No noisy arcade games or flashing lights and no coin operated machines. Kids don’t need that.”
 She finds that children can play for hours in the TreeHouse and come every day. “We don’t give kids enough credit, they really don’t need a lot of bells and whistles,” says Balaka.  “The TreeHouse provides the setting to give parents peace of mind and the physical structure that kids need to exercise both their bodies and minds.”
At the TreeHouse, parents can always see their children from comfortable leather couches and clean tables as they sip lattes and, with free Wi-Fi, check e-mail on their laptops. Parents can entertain younger children in the spacious baby area while older children build gross motor skills and make new friends. 
After a several years as pharmaceutical representative for Chicago’s Abbott Labs, Balaka was a stay-at-home mother of two until she designed the Chelsea TreeHouse. “Raising children consumes huge amounts of energy and time,” says Balaka.  “If there was ever a time you need a break for yourself, physical and imaginative play for your children, and good service, this is it.”
Walls of windows bring in natural light, and the space is cleaned continuously. Staff is attendant to children and adults in a playspace that is sunny and 70 degrees every day.  
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When the TreeHouse is filled with children—all in stocking feet—the kids create their own social world, without the need to bother the adults. “Parents plan play-dates here instead of in someone’s home,” says Balaka. “Mothers can schedule meetings with their interior designer or real estate agent and can talk uninterrupted, or they can catch up on correspondence or just plain relax.”
When they get hungry, children can choose from healthy snacks, sandwiches, fruits, and juices.  Parents get a gourmet café with food like one of the TreeHouse specialties—a smoked turkey sandwich with homemade guacamole, Monterey jack cheese, sliced organic tomato and Thousand Island dressing on very light rye.  
Fresh salads and soups are homemade with ingredients from local and regional vendors. The espresso bar features coffees from world-famous Zingerman’s Deli in Ann Arbor, Michigan. And the TreeHouse is completely peanut-free and can accommodate any other food allergies.  
While the well-trained staff are not baby-sitters, they make sure children are playing nice, and work with kids on how to talk to adults, how to order, how to count money.  “We empower kids to make choices and build new skills,” Balaka says.  
The TreeHouse also specializes in full service, not self service, birthday parties.  “We take care of everything from food for both kids and adults, drinks, with plenty of seating for everyone,” she says.  “All parents have to do is bring the cake and the kids!”
TreeHouse will be open seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Admission for children from ages one to 15 years old is $10 for a whole day (come and go as you please); adults and infants are free. Three-month memberships and party packages will be available.
The TreeHouse is located at 985 South Rand Road, Lake Zurich.  The new website for TreeHouse will be up soon.  Until then, parents and children can visit www.thechelseatreehouse.com for more information.
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Editors Please Note:  High resolution photographs of the TreeHouse and owner are available at thechicagotreehouse.com , click on “Media.”
